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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to designate the
Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 300 Northeast
First Avenue in Miami, Florida, as the
‘David W. Dyer Federal Building and
United States Courthouse’.’’

A motion to reconsider was laid upon
the table.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’
f

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2267, DEPARTMENTS OF
COMMERCE, JUSTICE, AND
STATE, THE JUDICIARY, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 1998

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
offer a motion to instruct conferees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The Clerk will report the mo-
tion.

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. ROHRABACHER moves that the man-

agers on the part of the House at the con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the House
and the Senate on H.R. 2267, Commerce-Jus-
tice-State-Judiciary Appropriations Act for
fiscal year 1998, be instructed to insist on the
House’s disagreement with section 111 of the
Senate amendment, which provides for a per-
manent extension of section 245(i) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to rule XXVIII, the gentleman
from California [Mr. ROHRABACHER] and
the gentleman from West Virginia [Mr.
MOLLOHAN] each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. ROHRABACHER].

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 15 minutes to the distinguished
chairman of the subcommittee, the
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. ROG-
ERS].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky will control 15 minutes.

There was no objection.
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I offer this motion to
instruct conferees to try to prevent the
enactment of a permanent rolling am-
nesty program for illegal aliens. Let
me repeat that, ‘‘a permanent rolling
amnesty program for illegal aliens.’’
That is what the issue is today.

Contained in the Senate version of
the Commerce-State-Justice appropria-
tions bill is a perpetual extension of an

infamous provision of law that has
never won an up-and-down vote on the
floor of either the House or the Senate.
In fact, the only direct vote ever taken
on this provision was taken in this
House, and it lost.

Section 245(i) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act allows people who are
in the United States illegally to pay
$1,000 to the INS to have their legal
status changed. I know a lot of my col-
leagues have been told this only deals
with people who have come here and
overstayed their visas. That is abso-
lutely inaccurate, and if they base
their judgment on that supposed fact,
they have been given a misrepresenta-
tion.

The INS suggests to us that 62 per-
cent of the people using 245(i) are peo-
ple who have come into this country il-
legally, did not come in with visas,
snuck into our country. And, yes, some
of them came in with visas and just ar-
rogantly overstayed their visas and de-
cided to stay here on an illegal status.

Make no mistake about it, 245(i) is
only about illegal aliens who have
snuck across our borders or who have
overstayed their visas. This provision
exists because it brings in hundreds of
millions of dollars a year to the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service,
even though they have only gotten
around to spending about 5 percent of
the 245(i) revenues.

This provision is bad for our country
because it undermines our laws. It ends
up costing us a lot more than that $200
million a year, because these people
often come here, and illegal aliens, as
we know, commit crimes and cost us in
other ways. But it also undermines our
trust in the law, it violates our na-
tional security, and it punishes mil-
lions of people around the world who
are eligible for permanent residence in
the United States but they are waiting
their turn, they are waiting in line,
and they are separated from their fami-
lies.

Last year, we passed the Illegal Im-
migration Reform Act which was wide-
ly supported by Americans, immi-
grants and native-born alike. This re-
form was a promise to the American
taxpayers that we would no longer re-
ward those who break the law. We
promised them that their hard-earned
tax dollars would not be spent to pay
for an immigration system that is con-
tradictory and randomly applied. And
we promised our newest American citi-
zens that we would uphold the integ-
rity of the system that they so appar-
ently respected, waiting for months
and many times for years to come to
the United States of America.

If 245(i) is extended, or what this act
wants to do is actually extend it in per-
petuity, just make it a permanent pro-
vision of the law, the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform Act that we passed last
year is null and void, it has been passed
in vain; 245(i) not only compromises
the integrity of our laws, it also com-
promises our national security.

The legal immigration process which
245(i) beneficiaries bypass, the regular

immigration process, requires would-be
Americans to undergo background
checks in their own countries by our
State Department consuls. These offi-
cials, American officials, conduct a
thorough background check in the ap-
plicants’ home countries, where there
are files and there are local officials to
call, in order to screen out terrorists
and criminals. They also check for an
applicant’s ability to stay off welfare.

Section 245(i) allows and encourages
anyone in the world to skip the back-
ground check and skip the welfare
probability check and to come here il-
legally and to pay $1,000. They then un-
dergo a much less thorough check
through the INS. In the meantime,
while they are going through this
much less thorough check, they are
here in the United States of America.
If they are terrorists or their criminal
background is evident, they are here
legally through the 245(i) process while
they are being adjudicated. Native
country screening for prospective
Americans is vital to the safety of our
citizens and the security of this coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, we will hear from the
other side today that 245(i) is just a
matter of location, again, another
piece of misinformation that has been
passed out: It is just a matter of where
someone picks up their visa. That is
absolutely not true.

In fact, since most of the bene-
ficiaries of 245(i) have lived here ille-
gally for more than 6 months, most of
them would not be eligible for a home-
country visa. Meaning, if they returned
home, they would not be able to do it
anyway because they have already
stayed here illegally over 6 months.
The only possible way that they could
get their visa to stay here legally
would be to use 245(i) in this situation.
Thus, what do we have? We are making
it easier to immigrate illegally into
the United States then it is for people
to immigrate legally.

We will hear today that without
245(i) the families of illegal aliens may
be separated, and that is true. There is
no doubt about it, and we care about
these people and these families. They
put themselves in this situation, unfor-
tunately. But what they will not tell us
when we are discussing this, and even
though our hearts go out to those peo-
ple who are going to be separated, we
also have a heart for those family
members around the world who obey
our laws, and they are separated from
their families and they are waiting for
months and sometimes years to come
to this country. What about these fam-
ilies?

Permanently extending 245(i) means
we are rewarding people who break our
laws and penalizing those who abide by
them. We are siding with the families
of lawbreakers over those people who
stay in line and are waiting, appar-
ently, to obey our laws and come here
as proud citizens of the United States
of America.

Well, we have a chance to right this
wrong, Mr. Speaker. We do not have to
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